


How can you destroy NGOs in Russia 
(on the example of the “GOLOS” 

Association )



On June 26, 2013 the Association of NGOs "in defense of voters’ rights 
“GOLOS” found out from the media about the decision taken by the 
Justice Ministry to suspend the activities of the Association.



The steps of this special operation are carefully 
followed.

On March 15, 2012, immediately after the 
Presidential Election, an online petition emerged, 
calling for the adoption of a so-called “law on agents”. 
The petition is hosted at http://podkontrol.ru/.

http://podkontrol.ru/


“Today technologies of “soft power” are applied 
against Russia. An undeclared information warfare is 
being conducted, involving hundreds and thousands of 

people, agencies and organizations. Using the 
imperfection and the backwardness of Russian legislation, 

the multi-million dollar budgets are allocated through 
foreign funds to finance activities aimed against Russia. 
Billions of dollars are spent to undermine the integrity of 
Russia, and the stability of its political foundations. The 

recipients of these budgets disguise themselves in "sheep's 
clothing" of non-profit human rights and analytical 

organizations. In reality, they function as subversive 
structures, and even directly finance activists of radical 

political movements”.



“GOLOS” could not skip this petition and could not refrain from exposing the 
counterfeiters:

Roman Udot is conducting an online investigation titled:
“Counter cheat of national importance“
 
“Falsifiers were exposed again. It was determined that on the website 
podkontrol.ru, which was calling for greater transparency in the activities 
of NGOs, there was a falsified number of signatories. It was estimated that 
the number of signatories was higher in... 13 times!"
Registrar of the website is listed as an unnamed "private individual”.   
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In his investigation Roman writes: “Will our State Duma make 
decisions based on the opinion of this dubious fraternity of 

semi-fictional characters with semi-criminal nicknames?
The initiators of the bill have decided that if there is as much as 

100 000 individuals named Boniface Ptiburdukov, then their point 
of view cannot be rejected”.



Cheaters and thieves always leave traces

 ”So, 100 000 signatures must be collected, but where can we find 
them? But if necessary... And now we can see 97 435 “signatures” (as 
of 5 July, 2012, 20:06 ).
The petition could have been signed directly or through the social 
media: Facebook, VKontakte, Twitter and Mail.ru. And finally, we could 
find traces of this twitter activity on Yandex!”
Here is our first signatory:

   



There were only 733 similar messages. 733 messages since March 2012. It is 
not enough for the whole ninety thousand army. Something is not right. It is 
perfectly clear what a “nationwide" support gained this idea. On the first day, 
after a tweet of xs_71 a further 70 signatures arrived. Then - a record of 90, 
and then a sudden decline. It is clear that these are purchased (motivated) 
signatories, as social projects do not develop in such manner. In order to attract 
supporters, more time is needed, the peak cannot be achieved immediately.



We can also see what happened to the project, when the budgets were exhausted 
(motivation dried up). When asked to pay for tweets, people were not fascinated by the 
idea. The first tranche of money was gone in the sand. But we can see that before 
considering the bill in Duma, the second tranche arrived. Congratulations. The second 
tranche, as we can see, has been successfully exhausted.

What is the quality of these “signatories”?

Not only that a petition was signed by a little-known “Angry Pandas" or commonly 
known "Priests Gapons“, but they did it more than once. 

But we must pay tribute to the intra-corporate ethics of world’s Internet-crime. Most of 
the carousel voters signed only two times. Everything is fair: one tranche - one 
signature.

You can make sure by yourself that there are only 612 (out of 733) unique Twitter 
signatories. It means that 20% of the votes were collected by a carousel voting. 

Therefore, the most interesting  part follows ahead.



According to the research by All-Russian Center for the Study of Public Opinion 
(VTSIOM) (http://www.ferra.ru/ru/techlife/news/2012/02/14/wciom-Facebook-Twitter/), the 
proportion of Twitter users in spring of 2012 reached 9% in Russia. Based on this data, it is easy to 
“retrace” a number of “real” signatories.
Below graphic presents the estimate of the number of signatures from the entire Runet (blue dots), 
determined by the activity of its 9 % Twitter users.



“In the aftermath of April 5, 2012, when the first tranche was exhausted and  
paid (motivated) signatories run out, the counter was spinning without ceasing. 
33970! 45428! 50698! The cheaters even do not realize that real social 
processes do not normally develop in such a linear way. There is no activity, 
but the counter is spinning and spinning. This can only happen if the counter 
has nothing to do with the activity. It is an autonomous, sovereign counter”. 

Be thoughtful! There were 733 tweets-signatures in total. It means that total 
number of signatories can be estimated as 8144 (733/9%*100%)
   
 8144, but not 97 435!  (as of July 5, 2012, 20:06). It means that nearly 90 000 
or 92 % of signatures were falsified. Such machinations were not dreamed 
even by “magician” Churov!



“That is all. Falsified Parliament makes decisions 
based on fraudulent public opinion ? !”

Read the original:
http://romanik.livejournal.com/651925.html



Chronicle of events.
On July 6, 2012, once the counter of "signatures" by 
fictional characters such as "Boniface Ptiburdukov" reached 
100 000, the State Duma adopted the ”law on agents” in the 
first reading.



On July 13, 2012 the law was passed in a big hurry right away in two 
readings.

The main idea of the law is the requirement for non-profit organizations to 
register as “foreign agents” if they receive foreign funding and are engaged in 
“political activities” .
 
The law was adopted in such a hurry that it contains a number of omissions, 
inaccuracies and ambiguities: not spelled out the procedure of  transition 
from "foreign agents", and it contains references to vague definitions such as 
"political activity", "public policy”.

Nevertheless.

On November 21, 2012 the law came into power.



On April 9, 2013 the first protocol of administrative offence 
against the “GOLOS” Association was issued by the Justice 
Ministry. The Association was accused of receiving 7728,40 Euro in 
prize money after being presented the Andrei Sakharov Freedom 
Award from the Norwegian Helsinki Committee.



On April 25, 2013 two hearings were held, during which representatives 
of the Association and its head presented compelling evidence that the 
Association had not received the mentioned funding, as well as other 
funding from abroad since the Law came into force. However, the court 
supported the Justice Ministry’s position. The “GOLOS” Association 
was fined 300 000 rubles and its head was fined a further 100 000 
rubles.  



Even the reference from 
Sberbank was not helpful.

•Sberbank reference

On June 14, 2013 the appeals 
court upheld the judgment, 
disregarding a letter from 
Sberbank - the bank where the 
Association had opened its 
accounts.



On May 15, 2013 Alexander Konovalov, Minister for Justice, on the 
sidelines of the International Law Forum declared the following: “In the 
future we can talk about the judicial elimination of the organization [the 
“GOLOS” Association ].



Today GOLOS - 
“foreign agent”, 

tomorrow – 
each of us – 

“foreign spy”! 
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